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have seen a constitutional monarchy provided that
it were guaranteed against the restoration of the
ancien regime. Louis XVIII. failed to grasp the
opportunity. He would not promise an amnesty.
He would never treat with a regicide republic ; he
would have nothing short of unconditional surrender,
believing that the chief of the Emigres could recover
the allegiance of France by the old forlorn expedients
of armed incursions and foreign gold, and perhaps
in his indolent vein of Pyrrhonism not very seriously
wishing to risk a plunge into the central maelstrom.
However this may be, the cause of the monarchy
was conducted as badly as possible, and a fruitless
effort to rekindle the flames of the Vendee, coupled
with a mad descent on Quiberon, completed the
discomfiture of the royalist hopes, and established
the French Republic in a fresh term of existence.

What particular shape that Republic should assume
was by far the most important question which con-
fronted France, when the murderous cloud of the
terror had been rolled away. A fierce revolt known as
the Insurrection of Prairial (May 20, 1795), and having
for its war-cry " Bread and the Constitution," only
deepened the conviction which was now the common
property of all sensible men that the scheme of 1793
was but an alias for anarchy. But if this scheme
were abandoned, and if monarchy were impossible,
how should the Republic be organized ? It is the
nemesis of civil war that it does not admit of an
immediate sequel in the free working of a democratic
constitution. In France, where passions had run
so high and careers had been so deeply engaged,
there was no swift and easy road to liberty. The
Convention which had voted the death of the King